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Celebrate the Magic of Reading
At Modern English School Cairo, our aim is to promote, develop and
nurture a love of reading. We strive to do this by giving children the
opportunities to read independently and in groups; reading fiction and non-
fiction texts and developing a level of comprehension where our students
can discuss the books they have read. A child's reading skills are important
to their success in school as it will allow them to access the breadth of the
curriculum and improve their communication and language skills. In
addition, reading can be a fun and imaginative time for children, which
opens doors to all kinds of new worlds for them. As Walt Disney once
stated, ‘There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on
Treasure Island.’ Let’s help our students to discover such treasure and ignite
a love of reading for a lifetime.



… it has been another exciting week as we explored and learned about the different types of air transportation and their
uses as part of our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic. The students particularly enjoyed pretending to be pilots and operating
the controls of the aeroplane in our role play area. During ‘Arts and Crafts’, we all created hot air balloons using paper
plates and wool then painted them using bright colours. In Phonics, we have been learning about alliteration; we went
on an exciting hunt around the classroom and the pod to find objects that all start with the same letter. The students
also formed teams and played a game using tongue twisters to get a better understanding of alliteration. In Maths, we
learned more about shapes; the students used different 2D shapes to create beautiful collages of houses and cars.
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…we have started our Pirates topic with
great enthusiasm. The students have been
very excited to wear pirates' costumes and
to act as pirates in the pirate ship. This week
in FS2 Green, our children explored the
different tools that pirates may have used,
they also designed pirate flags, hats and
telescopes. The students were introduced to
famous pirates such as Blackbeard and Anne
Bonny; we discussed what it meant to be a
pirate and what life was like for a pirate
living at sea. In Maths, we designed models
with shapes using the computers. In
Phonics, we are learning to read and write
words using the taught sounds and we used
the ‘Mrs Pirate’ story to explore rhyming
words.
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…we can identify a wide range of 2D shapes and their properties. We can also differentiate between more challenging 2D
shapes depending on the number of sides and corners they each have. The highlight of our work on shapes was taking part
in a shape hunt around the school. We got the chance to observe shapes in real life objects; our favourite places to explore
were the yards as well as our school shop. On our adventure, we faced two challenges; the first was that initially we were
not able to find any hexagons around school, but luckily one of our classmates spotted a hidden one on a book cover in our
school shop. Our second challenge was to sound out and write down the objects we noticed. We truly enjoyed our shape
hunt experience; it was great fun being able to understand that everything around us is actually made out of shapes.
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…we have been learning about barn owls and using all the interesting facts and information we know to write our very
own non-chronological reports. Through a lot of careful listening, fact-finding, reading and practice, our understanding of
non-fiction literature has been deepening by the day. In the dictation lesson, our outstanding cursive handwriting is on
display, as shown in the photographs above. Ms Heather believes that our hot writes are going to be owl-standing!
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…we have been developing our understanding of
effective teamwork and have really started to
show how much we can achieve when we work as
a group. In Topic, we put our teamwork skills to
the test and used the iPads to research the
hierarchy of society in Ancient Egypt. We have also
been excited about developing our reading skills in
guided reading lessons which take place in the pod
giving us the opportunity to learn outside of the
classroom. In our English lessons, the focus has
been on writing instructions and we finished the
week by creating a set of instructions on how to
make a sandwich with our favourite filling. We
particularly enjoyed the opportunity to bake some
delicious brownies as a way of applying both our
knowledge of instruction writing and our
measuring skills which we had learned about in
recent lessons in Maths.
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…we have thoroughly enjoyed our Art sessions with Ms Diala and Ms Shaimaa so far this term. We have been
studying the function and fine details of musical instruments as well as learning about this in our Science unit
on sound. After much study and discussion, we then selected our favourite instruments and set about
sketching them, concentrating on size and proportion. This week, we used clay to create 3D models of our
instruments. We were excited to use a wide range of clay tools to cut and manipulate our models. Once the
instruments had dried, we painted them ensuring that we highlighted the fine details that we studied in our
first week. We are very proud of the excellent results we have achieved in our art work this term.
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…we have been busy working on ideas for our
class assembly. After deciding on a topic in a class
vote, we wrote our own scripts and drama pieces
for the assembly. Everyone got to work, be it
designing props, learning lines, perfecting their
acting skills or creating a presentation on the
computer to accompany it. The class were excited
to perform and show off their spectacular
assembly to their proud parents and peers. The
end result was an unforgettable performance; a
showpiece enjoyed by the whole audience.
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…we have been hard at work preparing for our
upcoming performance - the Year 6 Production of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. In between
rehearsal times, we have also found time to
continue with our geographical studies on Brazil,
with many students producing great independent
pieces of work both in school and at home by
completing their ongoing homework assignments.
The highlight of the topic so far has been a visit to
the Ganache chocolate factory in Maadi. Our tour
consisted of an explanation of the entire process
involved in making chocolate, starting with the
planting of the cocoa bean. We discovered the
different stages required before it becomes what
we know and love as chocolate. The tour also
featured the opportunity for our students to make
their very own chocolates; everyone agreed they
were the best chocolates ever tasted.



Our Cougar programme is well underway with the U11 Boys Football Tournament at BISC being a great start to this year’s
activities. Resilience best describes this magnificent performance from the Year 5/6 Cougar’s football team. After twice
trailing to NCBIS in the semi-final of the plate competition, the Cougars had to dig deep to win a thrilling penalty shootout
and to set up a final with Schultz of Alexandria. In the final, the Cougars were just not getting the bounce of the ball and
went in 1-0 down at half time. Captain Ali rallied his troops and provided an inspiring team-talk to the players. It clearly
worked as the MES Cairo side were on the front foot for much of the second half. With only seconds left on the clock, Omar
sprinted down the left hand side of the pitch, dribbling past three players to cross the ball into the path of Seif who
successfully scored, much to the delight of parents and staff in attendance.



This week in Year 6 we have been ‘rocking out’ at home, as well as at school, using the new website: Times Tables Rock
Stars. We have had great fun building our times tables Maths skills right up to 12 x 12, along with the associated division
facts, using our BYOD devices through the Google Classroom App. Improving our times tables will help us greatly while
working with fractions; embedding Times Tables Rock Stars in such a fun way to learn them, makes it so much more
appealing and achievable. The website allows students to creatively design their own avatar and earn golden coins by
answering times tables quickly and accurately which in turn, results in being able to upgrade the avatar. We have even
started building our relationships skills across classes and year groups with this Maths challenge. Is your family ready to
take on the Times Table Rock Stars Challenge?
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Sunday 25th November – Thursday 29th November
Primary Photos 

Tuesday 4th December 
Year 6 Secondary Options Meeting


